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Kari tull...

March has been a busy month, the
Claymore 11 brought official
visitors on March 4" and 11th,
Governor Fergusson arrived for
his last visit to Pitcairn, as well as
a string of officials - a consultant
to evaluate our Store, an
engineering consultant and a
surveyor for the proposed Tedside
harbor project, a DFID economics
consultant, the DFID Program
Manager for Southern Oceans,
three SPC (South Pacific
Commission) officials and an
ornithologist. Plus returning
islanders, new doctor and Family
Community Adviser, both with
partners to stay for a year. All
these folk, as well as a number of
tourists kept us all on the go.

On the 31% March we had two
ships visiting, the Donaugracht in
the morning and the Sea
Shephered Conservation Society’s
ship “Steve Irwin” in the
afternoon. These are the first
“regular” ships, apart from the
Claymore Il and cruise ships, to
visit since October last year, both
were on their way north to
Panama.

The winter months are relatively
quiet, till the season starts up again
in September with the first cruise
ship and then visits by charter boat
“Southern Cross” bringing tourists
from Mangareva.

Thank to Julie and Brian plus
visitors John, Jenny and Roger for
contributing with pictures for this
issue!
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IGHTING QUARANTINE REQUIREMENTS

For the very first time a
new quarantine banner
was put up down the
Landing. The huge
banner is designed to
serve as a reminder to
all visitors to be
conscious of what they
bring ashore to our
vulnerable island
environment.

0 QUARANTINE!|
niroduce new pests and
ases into Pitcairn Istand ™/
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Almost everyone turned out to
support improving our quarantine
efforts.

WELCOME BACK CHARLES & BARBARA...

Charles has just returned to the island with his American wife
Barbara. He is still in good form, considering he is great-
grandfather to Jason, Carol’s grandson. Jason’s partner is

expect

ing and will soon produce a great-great-grandchild to

Charles. Well done, Jason! And well done, Charles!

From left to right: Jason, stepson Max, mother Suzanne,
brother Darrin and grandmother Pony in Henderson



ANOTHER ADDITION TO THE CANOE FLEET

Amid cheers and heavy lifting the Pitcairn fishing fleet has recently expanded.
Randy's very professional boatbuilding workshop up Flatland launched a 5 meter
wonder commissioned by Brian, and christened "Pacifica Motu" by visitor Jenny.
The last fishing boat built on the island, - also by Randy - was Pawl’s and Kean's,
a couple of years ago.

Our small canoe fleet is housed down the landing. Its slipway requires regular
maintenance. Here Randy, David and Brian get the job done.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY RYAN

Ryan celebrated his fifth
birthday with a public party
at his Nana’s house and
thoroughly enjoyed the
company, the presents and
the good food. With all the
guests ashore from the
visiting “Southern Cross”, it
was a huge crowd in
attendance (huge for
Pitcairn).

Irma sayig'grace before the mel
—sister Emily wanted to share the
limelight with Ryan.

BRAID FRUIT SEASON

March signals the beginning of the
breadfruit season. Most days we’ll
hear the warning “shootin’ down
Bob’s Walley” over the radio on
Channel 16 to let us know another
delicious ‘braid’ will soon be on the
table.

The height of the trees means that
we usually have to shoot them down
— making lots of us crack shots —
least we blow our dinner to
smitherines, but sometimes we can
hear it takes twenty or more shots to
down one single braid.



ALTERNATIVE HARBOUR PROJECT
PITCAIRN ISLANDS The reports say that 1500 of the required 7500 cubic meter of
CONSTITUION crushed base course for concreting the road from Adamstown to
Western Harbour and the harbor facility itself can be found locally
without quarrying, from har red hole in Bounty Bay and above

After Her Majesty made the Pitcairn Frankie in Tedside. Priority is the harbor and the Tedside coastal
Constitution Order 2010 on the 10th road. Lots of new equipment is needed. The commissioner had a
February, all that remained was for our list set up of people who are committed to work on the project when
Constitution formally to come into force. it eventuates, as there will be a five day week, and facilities in

That happened on the evening of 4th Adamstown, like PO, Store and offices will still need to be kept
March, when Governor Fergusson operational, in spite of the small workforce. It has been announced
arrived for his last 3 day visit. He and our (unofficially) that hourly pay will be $20,- and if that is true, islanders
Mayor, Mike Warren, both signed the who earn down to $7.50 an hour in their government jobs, will be
document at a ceremony at The Square, idealistic indeed to stick to their regular work instead of joining the
just before we all partook of a Tedside work force.. DFID prepares us for a long waiting period,
scrumptious public dinner. nothing is signed yet, and EU will demand justification for the $15

million spending

New Digs for Mrs T

Mrs T, our Galapagos turpin, who has lived down in the
Tedside valleys for as long as most people can remember,
has now officially moved (or rather: has been moved).
Council agreed that she might be better off in Aute Valley,
as lately she has had to compete for food with large herds
of wild goats. Aute Valley is closer to Adamstown,

and it is anticipated that she will be easier to monitor and
to feed. So far she seems settled but it is yet to be seen if
she will be content with her new surroundings. We'll keep
you posted.

LETTERS TO THE EDI TORE

I have just read the Feb Copy of Dem Tull and so enjoyed it that I felt I must write and tell you so. It is full
of interest to those of us who have some Pitcairn roots. So thanks and keep up the good work. -
Margo, Auckland

Nice to get Dem Tull again. Thanks for having us on the mailing list. Pitcairn will be a part of our lives till we
are dead and maybe beyond. I don't mind a larger file for better pics, but up to you. - Mark, Australia

I want to thank you for sending me the pictures today, and the newsletter. It came through good and clear.
I have never seen anything like that before there on Pitcairn. -
Marie, USA

Many thanks for sending me my first issue of this wonderful, colourful and interesting publication! It will help
me stay in touch with what's going on Pitcairn. - Rosemary, Auckland




YACHTING ON PITCAIRN

TIM TULL T Unfortunately Ti més page of historic ramblings wil.|
infection which makes keyboard and screen nothing but a blur. His page will be back in the next issue. Instead the
editor has prepared a nostalgic look to the past, about yachts and yachties through the years.

Here on Pitcairn the yachting season is March to September, during the winter, when weather could be rough and
unpredictable. Yachts from Europe and US East Coast travel around in the Caribbean, and a few venture through the
Panama Canal and out in the “real” ocean — the Pacific. The most adventurous ones sail the southern route, from Galapagos
down to Easter Island and across to Pitcairn and on to Mangareva. But most do the “milk run”, following the northern
“highway” and the trade winds to Marquesas and onwards.

30 and 40 years ago it was a great event when a yacht visited, we gathered at the Edge to see who came ashore, and within a
day everybody knew the yachties, their names and their faces. Not so now. Maybe we are more blasé — and more
suspicious?

Until the 1980s we didn’t even have a VHF radio to make contact with ships or yachts we saw on the horizon, but a
longboat was launched as soon as one was spotted. Today we make contact on VHF, and the doctor, the immigration
officer, the quarantine officer and the mayor usually meet the yacht on arrival to lay down the rules and collect payments
for rent of boat and crew, landing fees and passport fees. No more freebees on Pitcairn.

Pitcairn people made some great friends on yachts in the “old days”, and lots of them still keep in contact with islanders.
Nobody has forgotten the “Natasha”, which stayed here for a week in 1972. Captain was Jay Bercaw, he had been mate on
the legendary brigantine “Yankee” with the equally legendary captain Irving Johnson, who brought the “Yankee” here
seven times on her world cruises. Wife Gretchen and children Mary Kay, Katrina and Sean completed the crew list.

Another “Yankee” mate was Arthur Kimberly and wife Gloria on the “Romance”, who also visited several times with their
world-travelling crew, the first time in 1960 after they had bought the “Yankee”.

And Danny Moreland, the mate from one “Romance” trip in 1975, is in turn bringing the “Picton Castle” to visit Pitcairn
on its world sailings, just like Skipper Tony Anderson of the Canadian SALT cruises, visited here repeatedly on the “Pacific
Swift” with a crew of 20-odd young people. Skipper Danny and the “Picton Castle” are just now getting ready in
Lunenburg, Canada, for their around-the-world cruise, due Pitcairn in June/July. They have offered to carry orders from
The States for us, so long shopping lists have been prepared, and excitement is building on the island, everyone is looking
forward to the visit and preparing for the guests. WELCOME BACK, DANNY!!!

“Grandpa” on the “Jubilee” who sailed to Pitcairn twice, in 1979 and 1990, - the second time with his young grandson,
won’t be forgotten either —he spent a lot of time with us.

Carl Lipscombe will be remembered not only for his three visits (1975, 1977 and 1989), but for his two boatwrecks. “Fair
Winds” in 1975 wrecked in Bounty Bay while he was ashore, and the “Aviva” wrecked in Tedside in 1989 while he was
onboard. Carl had some serious anchor problems.

The young island men of the early 1980s — now middleaged men — still get stars in their eyes when talking about the
“Arinya”, captained by Australian Barry Craft and his wife Judy plus three teenage daughters, Tracey, Michelle and Linda,
who were immensely popular. The “Arinya” and crew stayed with us for a whole month, and still keep in touch with Steve
and Olive.

And in 1990, during our Bicentennial celebration, five yachts were anchored off Tedside — “Edna”, “Te

Manu”, “Pacific Swift”, “Marco Polo” and the brigantine “Eye of the Wind” — a unique sight on lonely Pitcairn, where we
are lucky to see one yacht at the time at anchorage. We thought then we would never again see five yachts/boats anchored
off our shores, and then one day end of March we actually had five yachts off Bounty Bay — the yachting season has started,
and they are pouring in from Panama and Easter Island.

ni



ROADWORKSE

The concreting of the Main Road has finally been continued, after the work done in middle of 2006, when the
road was concreted all the way from the Landing to just below The Square in the middle of Adamstown. Four
years later, the men and the concrete truck picked up where they left off, and the paved road now goes
through Bob's Valley, past Len's house and stops just before the banyan trees. The plan is to have the road
paved all the way to the school at Pulau, at the western end of town, when the budget allows. One team of
men were working at the crusher, in the hills above town, the others on the road itself.

TOURISM

By Pitcairn standards the tourist season has been hectic — both “Claymore II” and “Southern Cross” have brought
visiting tourists, staying here with local hosts for two to ten days. Lots of new faces, a whiff of the outside world beyond
the horizons and something new and exciting to talk about for a few busy months, not to mention someone new and
exciting to talk to. The pool at St Paul’s, the view from Ship Landing Point and Palwa Valley, the climb to and the view
from Christian’s Cave, the banyan trees in town and up Malai, plus the “remoteness” of idyllic Tedside all continue to
fascinate our tourists.

Binocular site

T

The binoculars set up at Tom Block overlooking St Pauls’ and Down Rope have attracted a few photographers. At a
cost of over $10.000 surely it is one of the most valuable pieces of equipment on the island. The Post Office has sold
less than hundred $1 tokens for its operation, which will make the binoculars, operate for a couple of minutes. Maybe in
eighty years’ time it will have paid for itself!




THE END OF AN ERA
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The 31 March 2010 saw the end of the position of Commissioner for Pitcairn. Over the years our off island governance sg
many changes of titles and countries. My knowledge of history is very limited so | will start witérttieof 1958 when the
Pitcairn Office in Suva, Fiji, amalgamated into newly formed South Pacific Office under the administrative direction amdlco
of a Commissioner working directly with the Governor on the one hand, and the Island Council on the athgfrecently it

was the Commissioners who visited Pitcairn on a regular basis. Governors were like apparitions who sailed in as atone g
the end of their three year term as British High Commissioner to New Zealand on their way out of offida arahy cases onto
Buckingham Palace for a Knighthood and the title SIR.

)y EAOA T AITOEAOG T &£ #1111 EOOEITAO #1 xAl1l AT A EEO xEEA -/
during their absence and learning how to cook on a bolteo an open fire and bake bread in a stone oven, to Commissioner H
Warner who had Sunday lunch with Robert and Hilda in Auckland, New Zealand on a regular basis after the transfer of the
I EEEAA T £ #1 11 EOCOETTAO O | 6ol Aémembaialatgé friehdly Ghan&utning p @ a E 1
small Fiat Bambino car.

Commissioner Garth Harraway replaced Mr Warner on his retirement followed by Commissioner Leon Salt. These two w
probably better able to understand Pitcairn and itsepple having spent some years living there as school teachers.

Leon Salt became infamous when he stood up and fought for Pitcairn when he realized the direction the investigations of §
abuse were taking. He was subsequently fired by Governor Richalidlespite written protestations from the majority of the
islanders. Our last Commissioner was Leslie Jacques a business man with no previous connection to Pitcairn on his
appointment. However, as Commissioner he spent most of the last 3 years oilriaat on island overseeing and
implementing the new governance structure.

A farewell dinner for Leslie was held on Pitcairn prior to his departure in March followed by another at the Pitcairn
Administration office in Auckland. Farewell to Commissér Jacques and welcome to Evan as Head of PIO and Shirley, as
Operations Manager. Both thankfully remain in the Auckland offiBart-time Rosemarigecently resigned, so PIO now has tw
positions where before there were four. With the end of the Corinnies role the Governors eyes and ears on Pitcairn are ng
Al xT O OEA '1 OGAOITT1 080 2APOAOCAT OAOCEOAR A PAOI AT AT O bdd(
on an annual basis.

THE BACK PAGE

British authorities have for years actively discouraged children coming to Pitcairn I([3aptéfaber 2008). No contracted officials like the
teacher, pastor or police officer are allowed to bring their children hersitars] under the age of Even Pitcairn relatives from New Zealand,
are not encouraged to come herachts with chdren onboard are warned about the risk of coming ashore. Faced with this policy the commun
has done its best to overcome the British restrictions.children are always accompanied to and from school by their parents or relatives, the
never go swiming alone anymore, tree climbing and other risky games are discouraged, and at Sea Scout meetings they learn to loo
themselvesOur aim is to convince London that our children are safe hade the ban liftedut, still the ban persists.

At a public meeting 27th October 2008 we asked if it would help if community members volunteered to do the same Child Safeguarding Course which is
compulsory for all officials coming here. Though we have had social workers here for eight years, nocourse was previously offered to locals on the island. A
vote by show of hands was almost unanimous - islanders would undertake the course if offered to them. (Dem Tull October 2008) One year later, on 10th
December 2009 a New Zealand Child Protection Services Trainer arrived on the Claymore Il to hold workshops for those interested over the two aftemoons that
she would be on the island. About twenty people altogether attended.

Our 9 Pitcairn children must be the most closely monitored children in the world, with a NZ police officer and social worker, whose main object is to keep the
seven children safe in a community of 50-odd people, employed full-time Circumstances and relationships are very transparent in such a small community,
there are few secrets. We felt we were making progress, indeed "moving forward" as the British have urged us to do. But, at a recent public meeting the
Governor made it clear that the ban is still on. And, London states that they have reason to question child safety on Pitcairn, for they had received reports of
men taking pictures at the school children's concert and of an adult giving a hug to a school girl during Council's visit to school (Dem Tull June 2009). Those
incidents were not reported to local police as such and subsequently investigated, so whoever reported these claims appears to have had direct access to
London. The police officer has now investigated both these reports, as people here were upset about the harm that unsubstantiated reporting could do. He has
put the matters to rest after warning every one of us against malicious gossip, reminding all that here, by law, we can be fined $50 for gossiping —a law used by
Governor Fell in 2002. All suspicious incidents should be reported to the police for investigating, and if necessary, he will take it further.

In November 2007 Council asked the present social worker to do a summary for the community of DFIDs Social Welfare and Community Development Review
and then hold a workshop to inform the people. The review was not summarised and the workshop was cancelled.

On June 3rd 2008 the Island Council was presented with the proposed plans for Family and Community Programme 2008, the election of a Social Welfare
Councillor (SWC) and the prospective recruitment of Social Welfare post-holders to meet with the SWC every month and report to Council. It was not put into
action.

After a June 2008 workshop, a group of women got together with the social worker to produce a Child Protection Policy for Pitcairn, and the result was presented
to Council, the Governor and DFID in late 2008 for approval.

In Council 13th January 2010 it was announced from the Governor's office that the members of the proposed "Crisis Group" (to get into action if a child is
thought to be in danger) will exclude all islanders. The local police officer and the (prospective) local community worker will be removed from the



group. Membership will entail the doctor, the teacher, the NZ police officer and the Children's Officer (the Governor's Representative). Council members as well

as the policy group from 2008 expressed their disappointment, and asked the Governor's Office "why?" It seems the decision came from London, where
Pitcairn"s child saf ety -bypedpldwhoima sr mag not@ver pave been bniPittaiensbased @n the rebest mismanageed v i e
and unsubstantiated reports.

It is worth noting that themake-u p of our , Crisis Group"” reflects the-dtcsesci ehathtpewoyll
child protection. Where in the past child protection was considered to be medical matter today it is approached from legal, medical andsociological perspectives.

The rationale of the multidisciplinary approach is that it serves as a network of checks and balances, from a range of perspectives, which are designed to

optimise the number of accuratelydentified cases of child abuse. Whilst the net of accountability for identifying and dealing with child abuse is now cast wider

than ever before, the approach itself is not fool-proof by any means and it has within it some unexpected consequences.

The complexity introduced by the multidisciplinary approach can (and has been elsewhere) used as grounds for denying liability on the part of social services

towards children who were not rescued from abuse. Put simply this means it can become difficult to define the lines of accountability when so many
,professional s are involved accur at el y abaseare eossaisfasory dealtlwith @sénas bedh a i ms
the case here) those who are tasked with threotrectponcsutbsilde yofof

Another considered consequenceof t hi s approach is that once a child is | abed¢dl ed
as abusers, these classifications become thoroughly entrenched because they are often legitimated by both medical andpolice authority. Certainly for many of

us this is the case here. The extent of this labelling is such that some of us avoid public gatherings so as to ensure we are safe from over zealous vigilante
suspicions. God help us if we are seen talking to children ("grooming") or taking pictures of them.

When our safe guarding policy and practices were reviewed last year and deemed as lacking our local authorities on the island were not given a full copy of the

review and its reasons for maintaining a ban on children coming to the island. So, how could we know and take responsibility for the wrongs that need to be put

right? At the March 4t Council meeting the Governor was asked why local representation has been excluded from the Crisis Group. He informed

that,” Decmek iomg process would be easier if all me m it was pwintedwet by €ouneilx t e r
that it was a contracted official, not a local, who had recently broken confidentiality in regard to chid saf ety matt er s. So cl e
professionals on the multi disciplinary Crisis Group does little in providing a guarantee of confidentiality. What this external group does do however is enable

those who are responsible for evaluating reports of abuse not to be held accountable by locals when they get it wrong.

Excerpts from the Governor's letter: "until we can be sure that adequate safeguards are in place to manage risks to child safety on Pitcairn, we are not in a

position to encourage any children to spend time on the island. During my visit earlier this year, | emphasised to many of you the importance of getting child

safety right. Lyn and the Social Welfare working group have been doing some valuable work in this area —thereiss t i | | more to be do
and concerned members of the community will engage constructively in helping us to demonstrate that risks to children are managed sufficiently well to allow us

to encourage more families to the island."

Atthe Gover nor “ s  C o u 'hMarch|he saitl¢hat fari ofrihg concem wasdin getting a cabinet minister to put their career on the line by giving a green
Il ight f or ¢ hi ICduncitom claimed everything mssible haobeedPdont at oar end tekeep children safe, but damage was still being done
by false reports going off the island. The Governor said that people needed to be aware of reporting gossip so it could be dealt with on island and concluded
that he felt there might be a positive review next year which would give green light for children visiting.

Council members had at the 13 January meeting expressed their concern about the lack of training for islanders to be involved in child safety issues, which
had been proposed and put on the agenda years ago. The concern was voiced again at the 4th March Council meeting.

The two "community workers" jobs - one for the elderly and one for children and youth (at one stage suggested to be combined) have not been filled yet. The
Policy committee claimed that the Crisis Group would need locals to provide continuity, and the understanding of culture and language, as all the outside officials
are on Pitcairn for maximum one year at the time. After consulting with Tristan da Cunha, an Overseas Territory a bit larger than Pitcaimn, we found out that their
Safeguards Board and Child Welfare Committee is made up of six members, four of them locals. But they don't have our tragic background.

Har’s et! If you wunt to tulla me, tulla me on uptibi@hotmail.com. Hoooray - Kari

Please note: Dem Tull
subject to copyright in it
entirety. The contents m:
not be reproduced in ar
form, either in whole or ir
part, without writter
permission of the publisher.


mailto:uptibi@hotmail.com

