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Kari orn Pitcairn tull:  December is always a busy month here, ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀȅƳƻǊŜΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

preparations and also the big rush preparing for the several big cruise ships expected during our summer season.  Several birthdays were 

celebrated, both publicly and privately.   The weather has been dry, big cracks in the ground here and there, and huge clouds of dust 

Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǉǳŀŘ ōƛƪŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎΦ  bƻǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜ ŘƛŘ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŘǊƛȊȊƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ Ŧor more.  

Cruise ship Marina and National Geographic expedition ship Orion visited with lots of excited passengers, and left behind untold 

thousands of dollars. 

We had a dramatic bush fire, the first one in a long time, but it was put down after a couple of hours.  Pictures this time provided by 

Brian, Brenda, Melva, Charlene, Anette,  Annelise Boye and Robert Irving.     

VIRTUAL WATCHROOM ς how to monitor our oceans 

   

                                                                                                                                               

  

 

An ocean of yellow flowers on the lawn by the radio 

station at Taro Ground 
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Melva reports about the development regarding brand new ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ tƛǘŎŀƛǊƴΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ 

Marine Protected Area: 

1 ς The flat map is instantly converted to a globe.  All of those dots are vessels. 

2 and 3 - The pale blue lines delineate each country's Exclusive Economic Zone - typically, a 200-mile radius 

around each country - less, of course, when fewer than 400 miles between each country's EEZ border.  And, 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǎǘǊƻƪŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅōƻŀǊŘΧΧ 

4 - Switch to bathymetry mode to see where sea walls and sea mounts are hidden under the water. High tech 

meets science. We can see where vessels are, and also see where they might be headed. We know that fish 

typically hang out around sea walls and sea mounts. 

 The preceding photos were all about monitoring vessel movements. This fabulous program being developed 

by Catapult convincingly abolishes the archaic notion that the only way to monitor and enforce laws 

concerning protected marine areas is by deploying boots on deck. No method comes cheaply; but, satellite 

surveillance is considerably less than dedicating a patrol vessel to any given area. This method of marrying hi-

tech with science and human research makes absolute sense. The application will be enormously beneficial 

to many commercial enterprises - not just to maritime surveillance. The program will debut and be tested in 

Pitcairn's EEZ.  -    Finally, a tangible product after years of talk about the MPA. It's beginning to feel like it's 

more than a dream. 
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Left: Jay on the tractor brings 

the roseapple tree cuttings 

to The Square to put up for 

Christmas.  I could not resist 

comparing it with the picture 

my sister Annelise sent from 

their farming community in 

Western Norway, where she 

went out for a Christmas tree 

with her horse and sledge in 

a blizzard.  Quite a contrast! 

This year roseapple trees adorned the Square 

for Christmas instead of the traditional jesme 

trees, and it still looked very much like 

Christmas.  The trees were set up, tied to 

posts, on Christmas Eve, in time for the 

candlelight Christmas singing.  One tree was 

set up outside the church, where people hang 

up their donations for the church, also an old 

pitkern tradition.  Presents for family, friends 

and neighbours were hung on the branches 

of the trees surrounding the square. 

Cushana, the only child on the island, had a 

wonderful Christmas ς Santa did find her, and 

she got a basketful of goodies on the 24th, 

when all the adults go around to all the 

ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ǎǿŜŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƛŦǘǎ ƛƴ 

their baskets hanging by the door.  She also 

got some fantastic gifts, one is shown on the 

next page. 
Left: Brenda threatening Meralda with the niau broom during preparations 

right: Len carried by two of his grandsons to the grand Christmas celebrations 

at the Square 

 



3 
 

    

                                        

 

A newspaper cutting from 1930, courtesy of Herb Ford, about Agnes Ross, whom the mature generations here 

remember well, the women having piano lessons with her.  !ƎƎƛŜΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ 

and had been built for them by the islanders when they immigrated from New Zealand in late 1920s, stood near the corner 

at Shady Nook by the main road.  Aggie returned to New Zealand in the 1950s after her mother and sister had died.  

New Zealand Herald, August 28, 1930     

-  PIANO FOR PITCAIRN   - TEACHING OF MUSIC. 

            άtƛŀƴƻŦƻǊǘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ tƛǘŎŀƛǊƴ LǎƭŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ōǳǘ 

scanty opportunities of knowing, but an improvement is about to be effected. 

 άaƛǎǎ ό!ƎƴŜǎύ wƻǎǎΣ ŀ {ŜǾŜƴǘƘ-day Adventist missionary at the island, who is visiting in Auckland, has 

been supplied with an instrument, at a price below cost, by the Atwater Piano Company.  It is to be 

shipped from Wellington next week, and should be awaiting Miss Ross on her return to the island, 

where her tuition will be available to those islanders who desire to become musicians    ά{ƘŜŜǘ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ 

of course, will be required, and a suggestion has been made that many people in Auckland will be 

willing to make donations from the music in their possession.  Such gifts should be sent to the Atwater 

Piano Company, at the corner of Queen and Myers Street. It is intended to send with the piano as much 

ŀǎ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ  CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊŎŜƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ƭŀǘŜǊΦέ                                                                                            

Anyone for a swim?  

Cushana loves the 

new pool she got 

for Christmas.  

Mavis is wondering 

whether she ought 

to jump in too. 

DŀǊƴŜǘΩǎ wƛŘƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ /ŀǾŜ 

overlooking it all 

Santa serving customers in the store, accompanied 

by joyful Christmas music on the radio. 

Carols by candlelight at the Square Christmas dinner and harvesting the presents from 

the surrounding trees 



4 
 

Dem Tull is subject to 
copyright in its entirety. 
The contents may not be 
reproduced in any form, 

either in whole or in part, 
without the written 
permission of the 

publisher. 

                                                               

 

                                                                                                              

                                                                                                          

                                                                                          

 

 

                     

 

      

Last departure of the Claymore this year, with farewells to personnel leaving for the outside.                                                                                           

When Kerry built a penthouse suite for their pet 

hen, he expected her to get excited and settle 

contentedly in the upstairs compartment - with 

ensuite.  But no, she insisted on sitting under 

the house, and the whole household up Big 

Flower was engaged in helping (forcing) her to 

adjust to her new accommodation.  

Some spectacular colour 

combinations among the flowers 

this month:  

Right:  the white rose intertwined 

with the purple bougainvillea 

growing by my veranda Up Tibi 

Left:  the yellow pulau/burau 

flower being invaded by the wild 

morning glory vine. 

A tribute to Alda, Yamile and Patrick! 
²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ¢ŀƘƛǘƛ ōŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǇƛǘƪŜǊƴŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ LŘŀΩǎ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ ό5ŜƳ 
Tull December 2013) to meet us at the airport, visit us in hospital, take us 
out shopping and eating and sightseeing?    They are just amazing, and all 
travelling pitkerners know them and love them!    
¢ǿƻ ƻŦ LŘŀΩǎ other granddaughters, Gladys and Amelia with two other 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƛƴŀ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƛǎland.  
They were disappointed they could not get ashore, however enjoyed the 
reunion onboard with family from Pitcairn. 
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Elaine expressed her happiness to have her whole family back 

home in Wellington for the holidays.  Children and 

grandchildren arrived from faraway Ireland and from 

Australia, and she said: 

άAfter 5 years we managed to get the 3 lekle big sulluns under da 

same roof. Great hawen yorley degadda. Will miss you all big time 

wen yorley leew!έ                          

 

                                                       

    

 

       

Anette sent pictures of 

pitkern people she met 

while visiting down under 

just before Christmas. left: 

Tania and kids, below 

Darralyn and Warren-Peu 

kids celebrating her 

birthday. Right: Nig and 

Lorraine, and below Anette 

ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŘŀŘΩǎ ŀǳƴǘǎ 5ŀǿƴ 

and Oris (also pictured as a 

young girl from 1945 in 

Dem Tull October 2014) 

 

 

 Left: Darralyn and the 

Warren-Peu kids 

celebrating her birthday. 

 
 

Those two pieces of rock to the 
bottom left are not just any kind of 
rock.  They were dug up in Tedside, 
and brought to the crusher, but luckily 
not to be crushed, for it was obvious 
they were special.  Both are cylinder 
shaped, one with a concave end and 
the other with a convex end, as if they 
�I�L�W���L�Q�W�R���H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�U�������,���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���W�U�\���W�R���I�L�W��
them, they are both huge and heavy. 
Evidence of the Polynesian culture 
that prevailed here many, many years 
ago, �E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���³�%�R�X�Q�W�\�´���P�X�Wineers 
arrived.  Would be fascinating to hear 
if anyone got a clue to the use or 
significance of these unique rocks. 

Back issues of Dem Tull 

2007-2014 can be found at  

www.demtullpitcairn.com 

 

For us tree-lovers:  The doodwee nut tree 

is in bloom ς  flowers are cascading from 

the branches like lilacs, but without the 

scent. 


